CHURCH STUDY
SURJECT: Ms. Mickritz

i Today is March 1987 and I'm interviewing Ms. Michael,
that is Stella Mickritz, the class of 1927 of the ITS, here in
Racine, Wisconsin. Ms. Mickrtiz was nice enough to allow us to
do this interview so we’'re going to get started. First of all,
if vyou could try to remember what you life was like before you
started in the ITS school...did you work something out, did you

go directly from high school?

=1 No. I ah....had a ah...~— before the war.

i Yes. 1927.

s No...I meant 19--

i World War I, okay.

= It was 1917.

i That®*s right.

s -— involved. And then ah...in 1918...there was a ah...

notice in the paper that the YWCA, a national WW Council-—-

construction —-— were wanted to recruit young women of Folish
descent.

i I see.

s And so I went and I enrolled in a training course of

one year...for reconstruction—--.

i Sa you did that schooling or that training here in the
United States?

=] That’s right. I ah...had & months in a local area and
then & months in New York. iy 1918 ah...no...it was 1918--

1917 and ah...we went abroad in 19..19...it was a summer.



i That*s was very brave thing to do. How old were you at

that point?

s 19.

i You were 19 years old and you just decided that you...

s Yes.

i How did the family feel about this? Where were you
living?

s First of all...I was living on a farm in Oakcreek, WI..

i Okay. And you had gone to high school. Had you gone

to high school®
=1 Well I didnt finish high school but I did later on.
And ah...we went...we sailed in summer and we landed in Faris.

We stayed there a month because they couldn®t make arrangements

through...across Foland, you see, across BLGermany...it took
Foland.

i Becaues the war was still going on. Wasn®t it?

5 Well, it still...there was some trouble there, I don’t

know what it was...anyhow they couldn®t make the arrangements to
get wus across Germany and ah...-—in Warsaw for 3 months and we
did social work with ah.....solider families...the families of
soldiers for about 3 months and then the YWCA and ah...the

committee decided to —— with the American Relief Administration

which was the Hooper commission...and s0 we
then...were...standing all over Foland in various areas -— you
know and at first we made arrangements for

distribution...for...storage and distribution of clothing for the

children and then later on the—-—supervise the -—- kitchens.
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i Now you...did yvou speak Folish?

s I spoke Folish.
i So that was a big help.
=1 Because my folks immigrated here from Foland and

ah...we can...Il can speak English, I'm told...I was six years old
when I went to school.

i That* s the same as me. I did the samething. My
parents were from the old country to. So I had to 1learn the
language once I got to school. Makes it a little difficult.

=] It does make it difficult...it’s difficulty, but we
still spoke Polish at home, you know, but my parents came from
the part that was ah....over taken by Germany and ah...they

spoke...——read and wrote German as well as they did Polish.

i And did you?

5 No.

i You didn’t know German.

s I didn*t know German. They didn*t speak...they only

spoke German with the neighbors that were...

i Oh, when they didn"t want you to know what they were
talking about right?

s No....they usually spoke in Polish --, speak German

with the neighbors.

i So now, were there...did you have to come from a large
family. Were there other children besides you —-.
= There was six of us and I was the second youngest. -—-.

And then after, vyou know there was ah...—-— 1220 and we were just
to stay there a year, which would have been in September, but we

had to be moved out by ah....in August because the F-—- were



getting near the region where....especially where 1 was

stationed.

i And where was that again...do you remember? Was it
Warsaw?

= No, it was Mince.

i So you were there altogether from about 19218...

= 1918...1919.

i 1919,

= 12192 to 1920.

i Till 1920, okay. And then...now...before we go

forward, let’s just go back for a minute, I asked how the family
felt about it. I’m sure they were very proud that you were doing

this but at the sametime..

=1 Oh vyes.

i »«ewomen didn’t do this kind of thing...19? vyear old
women.

= Well, my mother...was something...well she didn't
really object but she was...glad ——.

i Fraobably worried.

s EBut my dad was eager --.

i And you felt...

- And I wanted to go.

i Right.

s So I did.

i Did vyou go...were there friends with you or were vyou

all by yoursel+f?

s I was alone. You know, we had a group, you see, the



group —— had ah...groups in some of the —--cities here 1in the
Midwest and then the Eastern part of the...and then after we
all...after we went to New York we all gathered together. And
they were ah...oh I don™t know...about 20 from Milwaunkee and
when ah...we got ah...when we went abroad they only took 20 to go
the first time abroad and then 10 came back. -—— only 30 out of

the whole group...went—--—.

i S0 you were selected.
=3 ===l was in that first group .... I was
i Sure. Because that meant that they saw some promise in

what you could do.

= Because we had ah...you know, Red Cross course in home
hygiene and home nursing and in nutrition— and social work and
then other things that prepared us for the kind of work that we
did. And some of ah....back in New York we had theory -—-— and
then we had ah...also some figure work with the social agencies
and some of us went to ah...into nurseries and ah...children’s

hositals and then when we got to Holden, why the ones who working

up in the field, -- families of soldiers and others were 1in
nurseries —-— and so on.
i So did you see what you were doing as, in your own

mind, as a way to get into nursing or was nursing not necessarily

part of it?

s No...I have a certain...——admired nursing when I was
still vyoungy, I —-— brother had ah...was in the hospital for a
ruptured appendix and I thought it was nice to be -- nurse.

i Somebody who could help.

s Yeah



i, And take care of things.

s So...I had that in my mind at that time...
i Was that the first —-—- exposure?
s I really didn"t know whether I°d go into nursing or I°d

go into social work.

i So your first exposure to what nursing was all about
was when your brother was in the hospital...

s Umhum.

i «»eand that was a positive kind of idea that you had.
And then this other thing of course came along because of the war
and so forth.

s Oh and then of course, then it was that epidemic --
influenza, you know, and the hospitals were over flowing so that
they had to open ah...some of the big homes as temporary
hospitals and that was a call for help, vyou know, volunteers and
nurses and for ah...doctors and octher personnel. So at that time
I was just inbetween the work...the classes over here in New

York. S0 ah...I had volunteered and I lived in one of the homes.

i You did.

=3 -« for awhile. ——until December.

i So you worked as a nurse or ah...

=3 As a nursing assistant.

i Nursing assistant.

=] We'd ah...we knew how to take temperatures, vyou know,
and pulse and care...take care of -— patients...and they needed

that. In the beginning for about two weeks I was on day duty and

they needed somebody for night duty so 1 spent nights there.



i S0 you sort of got into nuwsing pretty early on.

= So I got into the nursing before I really...——, seems
like it.
i And so, now you're through with your experience in

Poland in 1920 and you come back to Wisconsin?

s I come back to Wisconsin but then I ah...the YWCA tried
to help up out, vyou know, to see what....you could go to school
or get some work with a international institute, the YWCA. And I

was a Nationality Worker in Erie for over a year.

i Erie, PA7

s Erie, FA. And then after that ah...I still —— nursing
and Ms. —— was in charge in...in New York at the YWCA educational
program or something. She ah...planned for me to go to the
American Internationl College...Academy ——...

i High School?

s .« sacademic work you see. And...Il...

That was a break.

(¥

e

That was a good break.
s Yes it was a good break. -=— I got my tuition through

the YW but I had to work for my room and board.

i Mow was this in NY?

=3 No, this was in ah...PA.

i FA

=) No, not FA...Springfield, MA.

i MA, oh....my home state.

= Umhum. You know the American Internation College?
i You know, I thought there was...



=3 It used to be a French College before...

i No, I didn®t know that.

s «..and then...

i I thought vyou referred to an American University 1like
in Washington, there’s an American University or an

American...yeah.

=) Well maybe they changed it to that because at the time
I was ...they had a introductory department and academy and
ah...they ah...and a college.

i And this is in Springfield, MA?

s Yes. And ah...in the introductory department they had
ah...four students 1learning English and then they had the
academic where you could finish your academic courses.

i So that"s where you went to finish your diploma...your
high school diploma?

=3 That"s where I got my diploma, yes.

i And then once you got that, that was because you had a
plan in mind, right?

s Yes. Well that was because I knew I couldn’t get into
Illipois...I wanted to get to ITS because ah...I felt that was
the best...school that I had, vyou know, I had the information
about and I knew that you had to be 21 and that you had to have a
high school diploma. So when I completed....my work there and 1

applied to the ITS.

i Did you apply anywhere else or that was it?
=) No, that was....——....
i ... YOu were determined that was...



= ~wsg90 there.

i Did you know anybody that had been there?

= Mo, I didn"t know anybody.

i You just had heard about it...

=3 Just from reading...

i -« ft-om reputation you heard...

=} Yes.

s I"ve heard this before. Feople have said the

samething. So that's what influenced you to study there was that
the reputation was a good one and you really wanted to be there.
Had you been to Chicago and did you know the Chicago area?

=1 Yeah...well I was there for about & months bgcause my
ah...one of my sister’s husband had a restaurant there and
ah...when her baby was born and she was helping in the restaurant

why ah...she had be to come over and take care of the baby.

i Sure, why not. You were pretty well eguiped to do
that.

= So ah...

i So you get to know Chicago.

s Well, I didn"t know it to well but ——.

i So now...what year is this that you...you finished you

diploma what year about?

= 24,

i "24, So in 1924...

s And I entered the training school in September, "24.

i September *24., Ah...that s what I was going to ask you

because they had different class...they had one class, like the

class of 27 but they had different enteries.



=] I know. 27 had just went in.

i Did they?

=1 Yes.

i Oh, okay.

=) Just went in training.

i Well of course by then they knew...

5 They —— prior to that...

i That's right.

s Frior to the 24

i Okay. Okay. That’s good. So the class of 24 had one

entrance time and that was September.

=3 Yes.
i How many of you went in then at that time?
5 ——There were some....about 330 something...I don’t

remember just how many but some had ah...dropped out and...what

was it, about 25 or 26 completed the course.

i And it was a 2 year...3 year course, right?
= Three year course, yes.
i Okay. So by that...so that meant it was pretty much

three full years. 5o you finished in 1227 in June of 27...—.

= Yes.
i June *27. Okay. So as far as you were concerned you
were in the right place. That was the school you -—-. What were

your expectations...what did you think you would...I mean, here
you had already had this incrediable experience...——experience as
a very wise teacher and you had gone to Europe, you had gone to

Folland, you had seen some really increadiable things and now you
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were going to start all over again to learn about nursing in a

more formal way. What were your expectation? Do you remember?

= Well, I expected to get some good education in nursing
and be....and to....be an efficent professional nurse.

i Did you have a special kind of nursing in mind that you

wanted to do?
S Not at that time....because I didn’t know to much about

other types of nursing except hospital nuwrsing. That came later.

i Later you knew atter you were into it a little bit.
s Yes.
i Okay. Can you...I know this is hard to do but see i+

you can describe what a typical day was when you were a student.
Not when you were graduate, but as a student, what was you day
like interms of how much class time did you have-—, how much work

time did you have? Those kinds of things.

s ~=, we had a preliminary period of about four months I
think it was...and ah...as a —-— period, right. -- at that time.
You see, the superintendent, Ms. Wheeler, left that year as we

came in and Laura Logan was...came in as the superintedent, well
she was called the Dean.

i They changed it.

S They changed it to be Dean....and ah...I —— there were
some changes made in the curricumlum, no doubt from the...the
previous classes.

i So you didn’t get to know Mary Wheeler?

S No. I met her, but she wasn®*t there very 1long. I
think she just was there for a few weeks or something like that

when we came in.
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i She left. She went to Michigan to be the...

s But she was loved by all the old ones...

i That®s what I understand.

s «» . graduates really loved her...very highly of her.

i She had been here the longest as a superintendent. She

had been here 11 years. She been fram...1913%/14 through 1924 it
was. And then she was a graduate of the program to. She was a
student at ITS. I just finished writing a biographical sketch on
her so it"s intersting. Yeah, she was a student there. I think
the class aof 1894 ... and ah...worked alittle bit and then was
called back to become a superintendent and ah...she was loved by
all apparently.

s Well...—— that, we didn"t go into the hospital for
sometime. We only had classes. -- demonstrations, you know, —-—
and practice.

i When did you see your first patient?

s Oh....the acutal patients, I don*t think we really saw

until after the preliminary period.

i Oh really.
s Well, I mean we did go in but we weren’t assigned
ah...——. We had ah...an B hour day and we had classes almost all

day long and lunch...and then we had study periods. And of

course we had...——...10 or 12 classes—-.

i And who were your teachers?

5 -

i Nurses or physicians...

s No, we had...they had qualified --. I think they were



qualified because...—— guailified instructors. They did nothing
but teach and they had...there was Ms. Grant who was the director
of education...nursing education and then there were...2 or 3

regular instructors.

i But they were nurse...

s They were faculty.

i They were nurses.

= Yes, they were nurses.

i They didn’t have to many physicians teaching—— this
point.

s Well, the physicians didn"t teach until we got past our

preliminary period and they talked about the various conditions
of the various services. Like medical, surgical and -- and so
on...then we had to lectures from the doctors.

i Right, so then they had there...

=3 In the begining —— preliminary period as I recall, we
just had the nurses instructors.

i Did Laura Logan teach any courses or classes”? Did you
come in contact with her at all?

s I don"t think she did...unless it was -— ethics. but

otherwise 1 don®t think she did.

i You don’t remember her teaching.

s I don’t remember.

2! Or having her.

=1 I can™t recall her teaching.

i Did you or any of the students feel you had access to

her to go and talk with her or...

=1 Yes, you could do that.



i She was there?

s sen——y YES.
i I was just wondering how...
s But she was ah....oh, she wasnt as quite as -— as Ms

Wheeler probably was.

i I think there was a contrast between them. Yeah.

s There was guite a contrast especially....from what 1
gathered from talking with upper classmen previously about...

i Right. Right. And she of course came in at a time
when there were changes that they were deciding on. Now when did
yvou find out about the fact that the school was not going to go
on much longer. When did you find that out because I know there
was a letter that was sent out in 1226 announcing the transition
and that the school was going to phase out and the last class

would be the class of 29 and ah...would finish in 29...

=1 ——~been about...

i Did you know that before you went in?

s No.

i No.

=1 No, I didn"t know that until about 726, I think
sometime and -— we didn®t know very about it except that

ah...Ford had ah...decided to give assest of the nursing school
to the University of Chicago. And that they would take anymore
classes til after "26.

i How. . .what was the reaction to that considering that
this was considered such an important school?

S Oh, Alumni didn’t like that at all because...
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i How did the students react? Do you remember how you

found out? Did they have a meeting or did youw...

=1 No.

i No.

= I figured I just heard it from the students.

i And by this time you were...

s Or the graduates probably. I don"t recall now.

i You were still a student at that time.

=1 I was still...I was a student--—

i .« «wWhen the annoucement came out. So they were upset,
you think?

=1 I think they were very much upset.

i Was there any explaination for why they were doing

this...why would they make this change?

s No. But ah...I just thought it might be because we
were ... —— the University...the degree...—— programs --

i Right.

s ——..s«persuaded the Board to get the assets to the
University of Chicago, -—— start——nursing —— department and they

did that later on.

i Later on they did. They did promise that they would
establish a program and the understanding was that the program
would start in 1929, but of course it didn't.

= It didn’t. But I know it was started by 193

because...——

i Later on there was a graduate program....yeah, that’'s
right. Pid vyou go to those classes at the graduate program at
Chicago?



5 Yes.

i You did. huh.

=] Well, I ah...when I graduate from ah...training, I
received a scholarship for tuition —— University-—- one year, so I

i Oh, that wonderful. At the University of Chicago?

s Yes.

i Umhum. Where did that come from?

s Oh, I ought to tell you about ah...—-— that they had

instituted a different ah...in the curriculum, there was a change
in the curriculum. I think we were the first class that had
this. They had...in our last year they had given us a course in
Fublic Health Nursing and ah... & course in psychology and a
course in sociology. And they were...we get credit for
psychology and socioclogy from the University of Chicago. I think

the instructors were from there.

i And that was the first time they did that?

s —-— was the first time.

i Great.

= And then they also gave us enough an ~- election, I
think. We could have field work with ah....the social service
department in the hospital and ah...VMA. A selective 2 months

with the social service of two months with the VNA.

i Good for you. So you were combining your interests of
social work by nursing.

s ——like the public—-—.

i So how long was the public health nursing course and

did you have a field for...
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s It was...

i Did you have a field place or not...did you work out in
the—--

= That was our VYMA.

i So then you had an extra Z months for social service, I
see. So you had quite a —-. How long was that...was it two

months more.

s It was 2 months each.

i So you really...and the VNA was Chicago...

= Chicago VNA...——...

i wem——ia ke 905 S0susw

s But vyou couldn®t...didn"t get very much 1in the two

months but we..—--—..

i —~—beginning.
=] » = “n e
i “s = SUrES. .. Well some schools, even when I was a

student ...and I was a student nurse in a diploma program. Some
schools then...we had like one day in Fublic Health nursing as an

observation. We didn"t even have what you had.

s We had the whole course...

i See, ah....

s .««1 think it was Ms. Best —--Public Health Nursing.

i That®s very important.

s «».and we used Gardner’s public health book.

i You see now, that’s an interesting thing because that

ah...we’re going back to that now...more and more the idea of

community health. It’s very very essential to nursing -—--it’s
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really on to and somewhere in the middles we got into just being

haospital nurses, you know, and that mentality is changing.

=] Yeah. We had...-— would bring...the preliminary period
we had some field trips in the community to and the --.

i What did you do? Did you just visit Hull House?

= Visit, just...yes.

i Did you have any contact at all with what was going on
in Hull House and —--7 Cause that wasn’t to far away from the
school building. Was it?

s We just went there for a field trip -—-.

i Just to see what it was like, yeah, yeah.

= Umhum.

i Okay. We're getting off the track a little bit. Let

me see if we can get back on.

s Okay.

i I do this all the time. Let me see ah...we talked
about vyour classes and which of all those classes did you enjoy
the most out of the whole time that you were there...that you
remember? Was it the public health one or were there other
courses and classes that you liked?

s —— Public Health probably was the one I enjoyed the
most.

i Did you do operating room as well in terms of
practice? Did you go into surgical nursing and do operating room
technigue and so forth.

= Yes, we had all that ah...we went to the various —— we
have most of the services you know, medical, surgical operating

room, emergency...
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i Did you have psychiatric...

=3 -« sCcOmmunicable disease...all that.

i Did you do psychiatric nursing in those days or that
wasn’t required in the early years?

s No, it wasn’t required. We just had ah...I think we
just took observation. It was like being -—-.

i But out of all of those...

s But we were in a communicable disease building, you

know, and...we had alot of pneumonias

i That was beftore anitbiotics.

s ~—, small pox case.

i Oh, did you?

s Yeah.

i You remember that.

s That*s the only one that we had there you know and some
of the interns or the doctors had never seen --, delighted to

have that opportunity.
i Yeah. Certainly the CCH where you had your experience

was full of...a variety of...

s Oh ves.

i «..—— considered very important. Not just for nursing
but for medicine as well --—.

=3 I know the —— like to come there because they a various

expernience.
i Did you have ah...while you’re going to school now in
that preliminary period. You had 8 hours of classes...

s Umhum.
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i Did you alsc do anykind of working? Or did they...they
really didn"t assign youw to go and do things, did they?

=3 No. Our instructor went with us, vyou know...and
ah...we had....this is after the ...gave in bedmaking and all --—,
we were to go to the hospital and to —— and then we®d come back,
I mean ah...but ah...the instructor went with us. She™d
supervise us and then ah... when we, yeah got to the point where
we’'d change the bed or -— giving care to the patient, we we
would practice on ouwrselves first and then ah...we went to the
hospital Ffor an hour or two...gave some patients a bath or
changed their bed.

i So once you got beyond the prelininary period and then

vyou went on the unit and they gave you assignments...

s Then they gave us regular assignments, yeah.

i Did you have classes during that period?

s Yes.

i But not as many.

=1 Not as--we just might have had one class, you know, and

that was included in our 8 hour day.

i Did you work like evenings and nights as well?

s We didn"t work nights until about, at least I didn't,
until, I got to the...ladder part of the second vyear...or the
third.

i I guess what I’m looking for aﬁd the....traditionally
when they look at some of these schools, it looks 1like the
students were used as part of the work force.

s Umhum.

i And that’s...



=3 -~., I didn’t feel like that...

i But you didnt that way.

=3 ...feel like that at all. -—, then alot of nurses tell
me that they get alot of housekkeeping. Well we didn't. We were
told or we were shown and we did go to their preliminary period
where we could -- house —— took care of the bedside table, vyou

know, and then ah....when a patient left the hospital the bed

were always cleaned and disinfected. —— were shown how to do it
and we had to do one but after that...attendents —-.
i 0Of the housekeeping department or whatever. Sao vyou

didn"t feel expoited...

s No. I don"t feel...Il don"t think we were exploited at
all.

i So it was really more of a educational...

= It was more of an education, umhum.

i Good. Tell me a little bit about the relationship

between the nurses...student nurses as well as the nurses that
were finished and graduated and the physicians. Whatkind of
contact did they bhave, what kind of communications did they have,
was there a working together or did the nurses and the students
really look like the were working for the positions. I mean, was

there a cooperative...kind of thing.

=] —— very cooperative situwation...——.

i Yeah, yeah. How did that work.

s ...——as far as I can recall.

i How did that work?

s They ah...ah...I mean we didn*t...—— prefectly free, as



least I did and...to what graduate nursing —— us and they did the
samething. I mean, vyou didn*t have to jump up everytime a
graduate or senior came into the room and ah...even the ah...—-—
sort of....——freedom and ah....when we were ah...going on duty

and...it was...Laura Logan was there at the elevator to go up but

she was standing in the back. The students were told
always...nurse ——just go in.

i There®s no difference?

=1 No, no difference.

h What about...with the physicians then?

s With physicians, the same way. But some of them

didn’t like some of the things that we did.

i Well it"s interesting because I°ve talked with several
people of that list I showed you, classmates of yours as well as
those people that graduated before you, and at least 3 of them
married physicians. Naow, when I was a student, we were told and
I was in a diploma program...no socializing with physicians and
vou could get in big trouble if you did socialize and now I 1look
at some of the year books from ITS and the physicians and the
medical students were invited to dances and vyou had socials

together, I mean., it a whole different kind of experience.

s Yes.

i Was the way is was with you?

= That was the way it was with ——.

i Really?

s Yes.

i And it was not discouraged? It was Okay. You were

part of this community...and you worked together and you played



together.

s Umhum.

i Is that right?

s That™ s right.

i I"m not putting words in youwr mouth?

=1 No, no, no, no. That’s right.

i It"s amazing to me....that...

=3 The thing is that the nurses were more or less

seperate, you know, when everything...like in the eating, dinning
room, we had our own dining room....eat in the hospital —.

i So you weren®t in the hospital? So it was seperate and

that made the difference...

S Yeah.

i . s« pt-obably.

s It made the difference.

i Sure, swre I can see that.

= Umhum. .

i ——

s -—interesting too was that, when we were working as

students, they ah...assigned us to tables, vyou know, to the
regular table because we were...we had to eat at a certain hour
and we could do that because we were all taking classes —— duty
in the hospital so they had us ah....8 or 10 to a table and a
faculty member at the head of the table and we were served our
lunch and dinner but for breakfast we had to get our own...food

to the table.

i Did the faculty live within the same building or did

K
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they live

s
i
faculty.

s

s
i
vou think.

S

=

i

elsewhere?
No. They lived in the same building.

They lived in the same building...yes, I sorry, go

Yes they lived in the same building.
So probably, there weren®t any married faculty.
Fardon

They weren’t married? They were single women that were

They were single women, yes.

That®s typical that they were not married.
That "s right.

Yeah.

——afraid-—- women at that time in the hospital. -—-—-..

»=emarried they'd...
That was the end.
Umhum.
So, 1is that what happened to most of your classmates,
..the ones that --.
I think so.
.. .the ones that got married.
Yes.

Do you remember any of your classmates getting married

before they graudated?

=
secretly.

i

No. I don"t remember right now unless they did it

Yeah, some of +them did. They re telling me now,



ha...but they also, the few that told me, said that their fellow-
students knew but everybody kept it a secret but that was
something vyou didn"t do until the very end but then it was to
late anyway because you were going to finish school pretty soon.
s ==y
i Right. All the--I1 think it’s safe with us because it’'s

been so long. But I think the interesting thing is that whole

social community kind of experience you had....ah...which was
important I*m sure. Well, did you...I'm sorry...
5 The students...ah...the second year student and the

third vyear students., I mean, the first year student they all

joined together, you know...——that distants between them —-...
i That*s —--—.. Sidney to me, Sidney Pearson told me that
when she was a student...and I think she was class of *24, 23

*24 maybe, she said that her morning started, they had to go to

chapel or whatever they called it. Did you have that?

= I forgot...I forgot the chapel, yes.

i Did you have that?

=3 We had chapel there to.

i So you had chapel...

=1 But I don’t remember whether it was everyday or that it

was just on Sundays.
i She said it was everyday. They started everyday with

singing hymms and the chapel experience and then I guess they had

breakfast. Do you remember?
S Not——. I mean, 1 know that we had chapel but I don't
remember —— everyday.

k)
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i So by the time that you were a student they probably

had changed it maybe?

= I think it was only on Sundays that we bhad chapel
there...

i And yet this wasn®t a religious school...

=3 No. I think we did have chapel but —— morning to.

i Was it required, you had to go?

5 =y

i And then after that vyou could just go get vyour

breakfast and go to work?

s —
i That’s an interesting thing because it was not....
5 -— reports, you know, when we went on

duty...the...previous head nurse and the supervisor that was
goning off always had to report to the others and we all...and
then the other nurses that were on duty, why...the next shift
had=—ua«——a

i Are you getting tired. Do you want to stop for a few
minutes?

s No. no.

i We can stop for a few minutes if you’d like. Sometimes

it does take alot of energy to think back to all this stuf+f.

s Yeah. It is sort of difficult for me to recall because
I haven®t been recalling —-—--ha...
i Sure. Oh I know. Well I appreciate vyour effort.

Don*t worry about...there are no right or wrong answers, you
know. I mean, it"s no problem. Well the thing...the only thing

about chapel that intriges me is that it was not considered a



religious school. Right?

5 Right.

i It wasn't a religious school and vyet this was
considered part of they way youd...

s Religion is important to —— ...

i Sure, sure. The spiritaul part of what nursing is all
about and so forth. That"s what I was interested in mostly.
Whatever experience you had with that. Okay, 1let me see. Did
you go...again with the business of working with the physicians.
Were student nurses invited to attend medical meetings'like when
the medical men might have had a seminar on a particular visiting
doctor might come and give the speech or you know, those kinds of
things...were nurses involved? Were nursing invited to attend

these meetings?

= I think --. (SURJECT VOICE IS GETTING LOWER AND LOWER)
i Dkay. Ah....s0 the bottom line is you really had ah...
=1 ——~4 This probably wouldn®t do it but the attending men

used to come and make rounds, out of the wards...

i Yes.

s Well, we were allowe to go with them if--.

i You did. VYou could...Did you feel...

s And especially if we were senior nurse or a head nurse,

you know, the supervisor always went.

i But you felt you could?
13 Perfect...yes...umhum.
i You could if wanted to.
=1 Yes.



i You didn’t have to wait for them to invite you.
s Well, vyou...if you had time. Because ah...you were
assinged vyour work ah...with the patients —— number of patients

you take care of.

i Right. So you didn®t always have time.
5 -— have time.
i Dkay. Then what do you think was the emphasis. I

mean, vyou know alittle bit about ah...about what...the kind of
program they had for example in ah...hospital program like the CC
program or the other hospital programs. What do you see the
emphasis was for your school and you education program. Was it
on the bedside care, was it on preparing leaders in nursing, was
it...whatkinds of things did you feel....when you gaot through
there, having already had a little experience in nursing and then
vyou went and got a —— education in nursing... what did you feel
you came out of there quipped with? What were you prepared to
do?

= Well, I felt that ah...I was prepared to...help—--
of....——profesional nurse, when I came out and I felt that it

gave me ah....broaden—-—-what upper branches I might go into.

i And by then did you know what you wanted to do?
= I guess. I —- decided to go into public health.
i And this was by the time you were....a senior.

s ~—that"s was....yeah.

i Yes.

s After I had my public health course and...

i Public health course.

=3 «esand had my --—.



1 And so that was when they offered you the scholarship
for one more vyear of experience at the University of

Chicago...was that in relation to public health nursing?

s No.

i What was that?

s You know, it was ah....if they didnt have public
health nursing at ah...University at that time. And ah...I

could take anything I wanted, I mean...

i S0 this was...
s =,
i This was towards a bachelor’s degree? Was that what it

would have been.

=1 That's right. That®s right.
i Okay. Okay.
s And ah... the University of Chicago gave me...a unused

credity for my psychology and socinlogy and then they gave me -—-
and ah...I started out —— major in bacteriology. But ah...later
on I changed it to sosiology.

i Umhum. So did you get your bachelor®s degree from the
University of Chicago?

s Yes, I got my bachelor in philospy and major in
sociology. And while I was there, I -—— well I didn’t ah...lI
only had one year at ah...the University of Chicagao, and then I
ran out of money and I had to...get a job. So I did some school
nursing in Evanston...

i Oh, that®s where I live.

= Oh is it...



i Umhum.

s I did part—time in children®s work and part—-time school
nurse.

i That®s wonderful.

= Because the health department, they paid half my salary
and the salary and see, the school -—- but I assisted the doctor

with the physicél examinations and then &ah....I visited the

prorocial schools.

i Unhum. That®s alot of work.

s Umhum.

i So you had a car that you had to toot around in...

s I had a —— go around and ah....I took a course in

bateriology in the evening...at the school.

i Which school is this?

=] At the University of Chicago...

i Chicago...?

s Because they had evening classes at ah...Chicago...

i Umhum.

= And after that why ah...let’s see ah...

i What year was that? You graduated in 24 so this would

be "257...19225 maybe...

s No, I —--"27.

i 1927. So this—-——

s 1928.

i Yeah, I’m sorry so 1928 you were in Evanston. Okay.

= 29 then ...the summer of 29 I went to Penn state

college and took the public health...took medical and public

health nursing. It was FPensacola -- teaching and ah...methods of

30



presentation and we ah...we had the...Red Cross methods in --
teaching——-the sick. And ah...we got field work from that. We
had the class arranged and there were 3I...they had several
classes in the neighborhood and then the ...about 32 students

take...each...take a class each time.

i This is ah...

s .. .& period.

i At Fenn State college, was this a school of education?
= Ah, Yes.

i A school of education.

=3 It was a S5tate college...

i Sure.

s -=«in Fennsylvania.

i And you lived there and so that was 1929...

s That was a summer session.

i Now did that complete your bachelor®s degree?

s No.

i No.

s My —-—...completed.

i It doesn®t get completed, ever?

s No, because ah...I mean, that didn’t...I didn®t get any

credit for it...I mean, I got credit for it at Penn State but I
mean it didn*t...

i It didn’t go towards you degree?

TAFE ENDS....END OF SIDE ONE OF TAFE ONE
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BEGINNING OF TAFE ONE SIDE TWO

i So at this peoint you still haven’t got your bachelor’®s
degree.

s Na, I don’t have my bachelor®s degree——I1 did socmething
else.

i Well what did you do?

= Ah...I ah...was waiting to hear about ah...about
another position so ah...I came home and ah....there’s

ah....chemical company near by and the nurse was taking two
months off...I dont know whether it was for surgery or

something...and she wanted to find a substitute so I substituted.

i Now where was this...

= swafoOr...in ah...0ak Creek...

i Wisconsin

= Wisconsin., chemical works.

i Okay. So you worked there for 2 months...

5 For two ... vyeah, +for 2 months I substituted at that
clipic. And then I ah...l bhad my creditials with the

protfessional....agency, you know, NUrsSes...

i Registry.
s «.«tegistry and ah...they sent me a note that they had
sent my name to....lowa...with the Red Cross —-— Rural...public

health nursing and ah... so I heard fromlthem and they wanted me
to come....and...of couwrse I couldn®t leave until I finished the
two months... So I went there in November, 1929, to Menona
County, Iowa.

i In Ohio or Iowa®?

s In Iowa ——...



i Okay., I'm listening. Ha...you’'re just seeing if I'm

listening...ha...

= ——0Ohio...

i Menona. ..

=4 Menona County.

i Menona County.

=1 And that was under the Red Cross chapter as ah...I did
generalized nursing. -—-— and ah...

i Rural kind ov...

s Did some maternity work...

i Umhum. Lots of experience.

=1 And then ah...I stayed there till *32...not 31. ——at
the....-— %1, I decided to come back to Chicago and continue with

my education. And so I got my degree in "32.
i —= Now that was a tuff time to go to school because

the depression was on.

= ==
i So how did you take care...

= But I saved...

i .« 0f that?

5 Well I saved enough money to...

i You did?

s ««~-to do and then I....did partime work then, I don™t

remember. No, I think I, no I think I worked ah...I just went to
school for that ah...9 months....
1 That was in 19327

s 19232 and then after that summer 1 took the...the

A
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nursing. .. .there

health nursing in 1932 over

was a nursing ——...we

at ah...and

had some course in public

1 took some course during

the summer session.

i At the University of Chicago®?

s At the University of Chicago.

i Do you remember any of your classmates like Rosemary
Ellis? Was she there then?

s —

i or Virgina Olson?

s —— any names because I waorked ...I had to...I worked at
the othopedic hospital part—-time. I didn"t get to...

i Get to know...

s « =« SUpervise with very many people at that time.

i But there were, you weren’t the only nuwse taking...

=1 Oh no, I wasn™t the only nurse...

i s Classes.

=1 Na. There were a number of ah...people there.

i S0 this was a post-bachelor’s course that you took?

=1 Yes.

i And that was like just for a few months?

=} Well just a summer session.

Just a summer session.
Just a summer session...
OFf 19us s

b »32,

ves. "33 maybe.

So you were still very interested in public health...

Yes.

«.-this was your thing.

4



=3 And my next move was to ah....—-— county, New York.
i How did youw get there?
=1 Well, through the nurses bureau, placement bureau...I

heard...I mean, they gave...I had gave my resume and they sent

me...they —— were looking for a public health nurse so...and that
was =1 s demonstration...county health department that
ah...had, —-— no longer, it was ah...taken over by the city. It
was not longer a demonstation but we had a generalized pragram

there and...
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